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20 Of The Best Cool Climate Pinot
Noirs 1o Iry Now

The best pinot noirs are the ones grown in cool climates—they tend towards
elegant and refined flavor profiles with deep complexity and freshness. Here
are 20 great examples of pinot to try now:
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People love pinot noir for its elegance and soft fruits but the range of quality and taste can be daunting—as
winemaker for Black Kite Cellars Jeff Gaffner likes to say, “Pinot is the great amplifier” Indeed, it is a grape
that does a marvelous job of reflecting its environment—for better or worse. When grown in a warmer
climate, the wines tend toward more cola-like qualities. When things are chilly and challenging the wines take
on different characteristics explains Gafiner, “cool sites naturally restrain the vines, acting as a governor on the
vine which creates a more concentrated grape.” These are pinot noir wines that lead with depth and minerality,
they generally have a savory, mouth-watering edge and are well-suited to aging—but make no mistake they are
entirely enjoyable now and worth seeking out. Below are some of my best cool climate sips of 2024—great for

gift giving or treating yourself

Cobb Wines Coastlands Pinot Noir,
CA, 2021:

Silky and elegant with lovely high-toned fruit and
a savory mouthfeel that gets amplified but the
raspberry/cherry notes. Planted at one of Sonoma’s
most western vineyard sites in close proximity to
the Pacific Ocean. $85

Coastlands Vineyard



